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Looking Forward While Giving Back
Villanova School of Business Alumna finds success in work and service

It began simply. Just a few
young women in New York City, likeminded business professionals, who
were wanting to make a difference in
the world.
In 2005 they gathered, in 2007 they
launched WGIRLS Inc., and by the end
of 2010 they will have expanded to their
ninth city in the United States and to
their first overseas.
WGIRLS, headquartered in Manhattan,
is a group of more than 300 professional women who donate their time,
energy, and talents to assist disadvantaged women and children. In cities as
far-flung as San Francisco, Milwaukee,
and Pittsburgh, the WGIRLS’ chapters
host fundraising events, offer customized
programming in local communities, and
work alongside other organizations with
similar values and goals.
For Amy Heller, the founder and president, none of this was even conceivable
when she graduated from the Villanova
School of Business in 1998.
“I always knew that I would go into
business. I have a passion for creating
things, and for shaping their direction,”
Heller says. “But it never occurred to me
that I would found a non-profit organization. I just assumed I would leverage my
education in a for-profit business.”
For a while, Heller did head in that
direction. After leaving VSB with a
degree in marketing, she worked for
corporations such as Arthur Andersen,
J.P. Morgan, UBS, and Citigroup, making
a good living in financial services. She still
resides in that world (serving as a consultant for Morgan Stanley), but says her
heart is at home with her NPO. “Financial
services feeds my bank account,” she
says, “but WGIRLS feeds my soul.”
Among other successful projects,
WGIRLS prepares meals for guests of the
American Cancer Society’s Hope Lodge;
fulfills the holiday wishes of children in
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